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Deviance 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every society has certain norms and values they hold dear so that when a member violates any of the norms, they are considered an outcast. In most societies, those who deviate from their society's norms are looked down upon and often subjected to certain punishment levels depending on the broken norm. Folkways being one of the most common undocumented informal rules that guide the lives of a group of people in America, attract informal sanctions to those who become deviant towards them (Thomson & Gibbs, 2016). Those who show deviant behaviors towards these folkways are always isolated and labelled immoral and good for nothing fellows with whom nobody must associate.
In my culture, it is normal to eat using your hands. I have grown knowing this is how people eat, and nothing suspicious has never crossed my mind that the act is considered deviant in some cultures. My innocence could be attributed to the people around me, considering this to be normal, and I had never come across a group of people who believe this taboo in their culture.
When I travelled to a hotel in California and ordered dinner, I noticed something unusual that caught my attention. As I was waiting for my order to be brought, I realized that everyone sitting next to me started to excuse themselves to sit away from me. I also noticed that everyone was eating was using folk and a spoon to eat while everyone, after eating, left money on the table. I did not care much about it though I wondered how things were different from the other part of the country. When my food was brought, I started eating using my hands and assumed the folk brought me alongside food. Immediately I started eating; people started looking at me with suspicious faces, with the majority of them stopping eating and leaving the restaurant. I remember a woman complaining that she will never come to that restaurant again until the management decides to lock out primitive villagers from eating with people in the same place.
 On noticing that people were leaving, I was ordered to move out immediately for disturbing the peace of other customers and being unethical while eating. The management regretted and apologized to the remaining customers that such deviant, immoral and unethical acts I displayed shall never repeat in the restaurant. I felt devastated and isolated because, for once, I realized I was so much separated from these folks through cultural barriers.
As Thomas & Gibbs, 2016 stated that being deviant folkways may lead to the character blemishing and tribal stigmatization; I experienced both when the woman referred to me as a primitive villager and in the same contest stigmatized my community by referring to where I come from as a village. Through the work of Csulak (2015), I realized that folks from this other part of the country consider deviant, rude, and unethical if one eats using hands, does not leave a tip for the waiter who serves him or her, or sits next to a stranger in a restaurant. I realized that was why I met harsh and inhuman treatment when I unknowingly deviated from these unwritten, informal folkways in the restaurant. 
From the above discussion, it is evident that these unwritten societal norms are passed from generation to generation and form a fabric basis on how the members are expected to behave. Whoever deviates from these norms faces the community’s wrath through negative labelling as a flawed and useless person? Those who hold the norms dearly are regarded highly in society and usually a darling to every society member.
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